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have whatever strength I may have offset his services, or rather relieve me from any service. I have faith in the enterprise. I may be mistaken, but I am acting from what I consider good evidences.
If Walker should call on you, you can talk freely with him. I told him to get along with Shepley as long as he could honourably, but no longer. That my pride would not allow me to have an interest in any business that owed its success to quieting self-respect to any such a man as Shepley.
Now, understand me General. If there is to your mind the least impropriety in my movements, let me know and I will stop. I leave in five hours.          F<mr*, J. W. SHAFFER
From George B. Way
WASHINGTON CITY, Sept. ZBtfi, A.D. 1801
Major General B. F. BUTLER, Commandg. in the Field
DEAR SIR: When I visited your quarters last month, with letters of introduction from Gen. Schenck and Mr. Risley, I was anxiously searching for profitable employment, and you were good enough to say that you would take pleasure in assisting me. We spoke of trade stores at Norfolk, and you offered me one of these. On Captain Cassell's arriving in camp, you referred me to him for particulars. When I left Bermuda Hundreds, it was with the expectation of seeing the Captain again at Fortress Monroe within two or three days, but after waiting his arrival there an entire week, I was compelled to return to my family. Before leaving the Fort, however, I left the letters I had shown you (accompanied by one from myself) with a friend who promised to deliver them to Capt. Cassell on his return. I also addressed a letter to you, in which I informed you that my enquiries at Norfolk and the Fort had induced me to believe that, owing to the number of permits granted, it was impossible to make money out of a trade store in Norfolk, unless liquors were, included in the stock. I begged you, therefore, to give me the privilege of dealing in wines, liquors, ales, etc. To this I have received no answer. Subsequently I wrote to Captain Cassell to know what amount of goods per month I would be permitted to take to Norfolk, exclusive of liquors. This letter also remains unanswered. After my return to Washington I addressed you again, recapitulating briefly the contents of my letter from Fortress Monroe, and informed you that I would request